The personal and financial impact of repetitive or prolonged seizures on the patient and family.
Individuals with epilepsy consistently report diminished quality of life. The clinical characteristics of seizures and the unpredictable nature of seizure occurrences are some factors that affect quality of life. Prolonged or repetitive seizures can impose psychologic comorbidities, social issues, and lifestyle restrictions that can affect quality of life of patients and their caregivers and family members, who also bear the considerable indirect costs of seizures, including time away from work or school, and even loss of employment. The availability and use of an at-home medication to terminate prolonged or repetitive seizures or in seizure emergencies improves quality of life for patients and their families. Fewer visits to the emergency department are associated with a reduction in the financial burden to families and the health care system. This article discusses factors that contribute to the personal and financial impact of prolonged seizures on adult and pediatric patients, their families, and caregivers.